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Welcome to Activexpression 
– teAching tips

in this guide we want to show you just some of the opportunities 
activexpression opens up in the classroom. 

What is this guide?

This guide suggests some ways in which Activexpression can be incorporated with 
your teaching. The ideas here are just the starting point, so you can develop the ideas 
for your own lessons and begin to explore Activexpression’s potential.

More help with activexpression

Manual:
A Quick Start Guide is available on your Activexpression CD. 

DvD:
A DVD, with tips on how to get started, is also supplied with the Activexpression.

Help files:
Click the Main Menu button. Select Help.

promethean planet:
For a range of resources, visit www.prometheanplanet.com
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stAndArd multiple choice 
questions Are just the beginning 
Multiple choice questions

Standard multiple choice questions are just the starting point for 
Activexpression. Here is an examples of a standard question which you 
can ask using Activexpression devices.

to ask this question:

What can you do with the results?
The results of one simple question can be viewed many ways. You 
can show bar charts, a pie chart, or you can show charts showing who 
answered which question.
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more multiple choice options

enhanced multiple choice

You have a range of options which let you ask more in depth questions to 
challenge your students.

The question shown here asks for two answers. 

You could ask students to send either answer or both answers. In this 
way, the question can allow for different levels of ability.

to ask this question:

What has the teacher done with the results?
On these results, the teacher has chosen to display a chart showing 
who has given which answer. The teacher can then ask a student to 
explain their answer. 
The teacher has also displayed a horizontal bar graph. A and C clearly 
has the most responses, showing that the students have understood 
the question.
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With this question you can ask for everyone’s feedback on a presentation 
done by one student. This is a great way to include peer-to-peer reviews 
into a lesson. Students give three answers to this question.

more multiple choice options

enhanced multiple choice 

to ask this question:

What has the teacher done with the results?
On this question, the teacher has displayed a pie chart, showing that 
43.8% of students selected 3,4,6. Then, looking at who gave which 
answer, the teacher began a discussion of areas how the presentation 
could have been improved.
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hoW should you focus future lessons?

enhanced multiple choice

In this example a Spanish language teacher has asked students to 
choose the two correct spellings. With this question, the teacher can find 
out a number of points:
• Can the students spell the words?
• Have the students understood whether the word is masculine or 

feminine?
• Do the students understand indefinite and definite articles?
• Do the students understand where to place accents?

some examples of what teachers can do with this feedback:
See whether students have understood
Develop future teaching strategies
Set homework
Use for revision later in the year

how to ask this question:

What do the results show?
Most students here have answered this question correctly. More 
significantly, however, 31.2% of students gave the same wrong answer. 
The teacher can see that a significant number of students haven’t 
understood how to use accents in Spanish. How could those who 
answered correctly help those who didn’t?
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find out WhAt your students 
reAlly think
Yes/no question

These pages can be used to prompt a discussion in class. A vote could 
be held before and after the discussion. Typically, teachers might have 
asked for students to put their hands up to show whether they agree or 
disagree with something. With Activexpression students can now tell you 
what they really think, anonymously, without peer pressure.

to ask these questions:

how has the teacher used the results?
These results can be used to generate discussion. The teacher can 
create groups or pairs of students to argue their case by looking at who 
gave which answer.

By pasting the results onto the page a record is made of the original 
thoughts of the class. Another vote can be taken at the end of the lesson. 
As we see here, many students changed their mind. 
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use the express question WizArd 

Yes/no question

Many templates are available to help you quickly create Activexpression questions. When you create a 
question using the wizard, you only have to click on the Ask Question button to begin the vote. 

how the teacher created this question
Open a flipchart page.

to ask this question:
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hAve your students understood?

sort in order

The sorting questions offer you an instant way to find out whether your 
students have fully understood a subject.

The exercise shown here gives students a fun way to summarize a topic. 
Export the results and you can come back to them later in the year to see 
your students’ improvement.

The question shown here asks to put five stages in order. 

to ask this question:

What do the results show?
The pie chart here shows that the students have understood the topic.
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instAnt feedbAck

sort in order

This page can easily be adapted to include images of your students. 
Sorting items in alphabetic order becomes more fun for everyone. 

to ask this question:

What do the results show?
This bar chart can be used for a separate discussion on why some 
students answered incorrectly. Common misconceptions can be 
identified if many students have given the same wrong answer. This can 
be addressed straight away. This instant feedback is beneficial for both 
teacher and students.



© 2008 Promethean Ltd Activexpression teAching tips 1�

one question prompts
further questions
sort in order

These pages, used as part of a language lesson, can be used to find out 
how well students understand a subject. In this case it could either be 
a verb tense or time phrases that are being assessed. Find out gaps in 
your students knowledge. 

to ask these questions:

how could the teacher use the results?
The results show that most students understand this vocabulary. How 
could the students change the sentences to make the wrong answers 
correct?
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check your students’ confidence

Likert scales

With questions such as the ones shown here, you can check whether 
your students feel they have really understood a subject.

how to ask these questions:

What do the results show?
This pie chart shows that most students feel confident that they 
understand the topic. A significant number, however, are not confident. 
Perhaps more support is required for these students.



© 2008 Promethean Ltd Activexpression teAching tips 15

do you need to cover A subject 
in more depth?

how to ask these questions:

Likert scales

Here’s an example of a Likert scale question where all your students can 
let you know if they feel they need more information.

What do the results show?
According to this chart, the majority of students would like to have 
another attempt at the experiment.
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stArt A debAte

how to ask this question:

Likert scales

Likert scales can also be used before and after debates to check your 
students’ opinion on a subject.
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What can the teacher do with the results?
The teacher just has to click the Word Seed button and the suggested 
names of the story’s setting can be pasted on the flipchart. Many 
opportunities then arise for discussing which names to use. You can also 
list the results by name, so you can see who gave which response.

to ask this question:

encourAge creAtivity

text 

With Activexpression, every student can contribute their ideas. Whereas 
previously, a few extrovert students would put up their hands to offer 
ideas, now all students can send their ideas. This flipchart shows one of 
a series of story-prompts for a piece of creative writing. The planning of 
the story can be done as a whole class activity to scaffold the process. 
All students’ ideas can be shared and discussed.
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recAll fActs

text

You can quickly check how much your students have learned using 
questions such as the one shown here. Events are dragged from behind 
the picture and students are asked to text the month and year when they 
think the event took place.

This is ideal for assessing recall of facts - in this case key dates - which 
may be essential in formal tests. Using the timeline, the events can 
be placed once the date is revealed, providing a visual reminder for 
students.

to ask this question:
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A mixture of leArning styles

text 

The examples here mix kinaesthetic and aural learning styles with a 
text vote. Students can answer a question while listening to music or a 
speech. They can send the outcome of an experiment to the board so 
that all students can see all results.

to ask these questions:

What can the teacher do with the results?
We have used the Fingal’s Cave question here. Click the Word Seed 
button to paste the instruments identified on the display. Students can 
vote again to name the remaining missing instruments. Many follow-on 
exercises can then be done: sort the instruments into sections of the 
orchestra; put the instruments in the order in which they first appear in 
Fingal’s Cave.
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use Activexpression 
With other progrAms

to ask this question:
The teacher asked: Which of the Secondary Resource Pack links do you 
want to click?

text

When any program is open, you can launch Activexpression and use the 
Express Poll options to ask a question.
Here, the teacher opened Internet Explorer and opened  
www.prometheanplanet.com. He then asked the students which of the 
options on the web page they want to explore in more depth.
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students tAilor questions 
to their oWn level

numeric input

On the question shown here, students can tailor the question to their 
own level. Students could perform calculations as simple as 6 + 2 or 
as complicated as 9 x 6 x 2 x 5. When the vote has taken place, ask 
students to come and show their calculations.

to ask this question:

What can the teacher do with the results?
The teacher has shown a list of all the answers alongside the students’ 
names. The answers are ordered by their response. The teacher uses 
this list to ask students how they came up with their answers, perhaps 
choosing two students with the same answer and asking if they used the 
same method.
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quickly gAther results

numeric input

Activexpression can make data collection easy. If your students have 
been out on a field trip, gather all the numbers quickly using a question 
such as the one here.

to ask this question:

how has the teacher gathered the results
Each group of students renamed their devices with the time of the day 
they did their survey. When each result was sent, it could then be shown 
as a graph.
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hoW much hAve your 
students leArned?
numeric input

In the example here, an event is dragged from behind the astronaut. 
Students are then asked to vote when they think the event took place.
The vote can be done in groups, so students can pool their knowledge.
When you have received all the answers the class can discuss the 
responses and consider the correct option in relation to other events on 
the timeline. 

to ask this question:

What do the results show?
The results here show that most students know when the event took 
place.
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formAtive Assessment
integrate activexpression into your teaching. students can work 
from worksheets and send their answers, when the teachers ask, to 
the activboard.

numeric input

In this example we’ve used a numeric vote but it can be used with many 
types of vote. Students are working from sheets measuring lines. The 
teacher asks students to measure the line and send the answer to the 
Activboard.

how to ask this question:

What do the results show?
These results show that most students agree that question 4’s answer 
is 4.2. How can the differences be explained? Perhaps more accuracy 
is needed. In Sam’s case, the unit in which the answer was given was 
misinterpreted.
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pAirWork And groupWork
numeric input

Students don’t have to work individually with Activexpression. Your 
students can work together to find out the answers to these equations 
then send the answer to the Activboard. In this case, the teacher only 
asked for the answer. With a Text response, the whole calculation could 
be sent.

to ask this question:

What do these results show?
These results show that the students haven’t fully understood the 
question. The teacher only wanted the students to say what x equalled. 
This confusion needs clarifying.
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using the express question WizArd 
Throughout this guide we show you how to use the Express Question 
Menu options to get responses from your students.

You can use the Express Question Wizard, however, to preset the 
response options for all these questions. 

In this way, you only need to click the Ask Question button to get student 
responses.

only the beginning
We’ve created the flipcharts used in this manual from a range of sources. 
Many templates are available with Activexpression to help you create 
your own questions quickly. Explore the Express Question Wizard’s 
options to view the full range of templates.
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more informAtion

Help files and DVD:

1. In Activexpression, click the Main Menu button.
2. Select Help.
A DVD is also distributed with Activexpression showing you 
how to get started wtih the devices.

technical support:

Visit http://prometheankb.com for a range of articles.
An online form is available here for further queries.

technical support telephone:

UK only  0870 165 2210 
German language  +49 (0) 201 8561355 
France only  0826 621245 
French language  +44 (0) 1254 290 997 
EMEA  +44 (0) 1254 290 994 
Americas English language  +1-678-762-1800 
Spanish language  +1-678-762-8100 
Asia-Pacific  +86 (0) 755 2983 2826 

promethean planet forum

Promethean Planet is a free online community designed with 
one goal - supporting teachers.

Visit: http://www.prometheanplanet.com

promethean Learning

Free training courses are available for many of our products: 

http://www.prometheanlearning.com.
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