Onterboro 5@/200[ Distriot

Mamtamed by the Boroughs of Glenolden, Norwood, Prospect Park and Township of Tinicum
900 Washington Avenue
Prospect Park, Pennsylvania 19076

Office of the Board of School Directors (610) 461-6700

May 1, 2019

Senator Anthony Williams
419 Church Lane
Yeadon, PA 19050

Dear Senator Williams,
At the April 10, 2019 Public Meeting the Board of School Directors of Interboro School District
adopted the following Resolution:

e Resolution urging elected officials to support legislation that corrects the tuition
for regular and special education to cyber charter schools so that is based on the
actual costs of educating their students and relieves the financial burden on
school districts and taxpayers.

Pennsylvania’s public school students deserve the highest quality education; and the state’s
public schools work best when they have the resources to give all students the opportunities they
need to succeed.

We trust that you will represent the needs of our district as our elected official.

Sincerely,

William L. Phelps, President
Interboro Board of School Directors

“\me

Interboro School District provides a challenging and supportive learning environment for all students to
succeed academzcally, socially, and emotionally while becoming college and career ready citizens within
a global community.
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900 Washington Avenue
‘Prospect Park, Pennsylvania 19076

Office of the Board of School Directors - : (610) 461-6700
May 1, 2019

Senator Anthony Williams
Room: 11 East Wing
Senate Box 203008
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3008

Dear Senator Williams,

At the April 10, 2019 Public Meeting the Board of School Directors of Interboro School District
adopted the following Resolution: '

e Resolution urging elected officials to support legislation that corrects the tuition
for regular and special education to cyber charter schools so that is based on the
actual costs of educating their students and relieves the financial burden on
school districts and taxpayers.

Pennsylvania’s public school students deserve the highest quality education; and the state’s
public schools work best when they have the resources to give all students the opportunities they
need to succeed. | ‘ '

We trust that you will represent the needs of our district as our elected official.

' Sincerely,

y/

William L. Phelps, President
Interboro Board of School Directors

“\me

Intérboro School District provides a challenging and supportive learning environment for.all students to-
succeed academically, socially, and emotionally while becoming college and career ready citizens within
a global community.



Resolution Supporting Statewide Cyber Charter School Funding Reform

By the Board of Directors of the Interboro School District

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth is the sole authorizer of cyber charter schools, yet aimost all of the
costs for cyber charter schools are borne by school districts and local taxpayers; and the current
funding formula for cyber charter schools is based on school district expenditures with no relationship
to the actual instructional costs of the students attending the charter school; and

WHEREAS, the current cyber charter school funding formula for special education differs from the
formula used to calculate school district special education subsidies and is not based on the actual
costs of the cyber charter school to meet the needs of their students with disabilities; and the current
flawed calculation requires school districts to pay charter schools regardless of the costs of services
provided, resulting in the overpayment of district funds to charter schools for special education
students; and

WHEREAS, in 2016-17, school districts spent more than $463 million in mandatory cyber charter
school tuition payments; and

WHEREAS, the average total cyber charter school tuition payment made by a district was $926,000
with the average tuition rate for a non-special education student $11,309; and

WHEREAS, the average tuition rate for special education students attending cyber charter schools
was $24,200 with a maximum rate of $48,198 per student; and more than 390 school districts in
Pennsylvania were forced to pay more than $20,000 per student for special education students
attending cyber charter schools; and

WHEREAS, the __Interboro School District's cyber charter school expenditures for the past
five years reflect extraordinary costs that were borne by its taxpayers as follows:

Fiscal Regular Ed Tuition Special Ed Tuition Total Tuition
Year Paid by the District to Paid by the District to Paid by the District to
Cyber Schools Cyber Schools Cyber Schools

2014-15 $ 417,886 181,306 599,192

2015-16 | $ 379,302 133,121 512,513

2017-18 | $ 190,709 109,647 300,356

$ $

$ $
2016-17 $ 307,552 $ 157,346 $ 464,989

$ $

$ $

2018-19 $ 173,020 117,655 290,675

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Interboro School Board urges its
elected officials to support legislation that corrects the tuition for regular and special education to
cyber charter schools so that it is based on the actual costs of educating their students and relieves
the financial burden on school districts and taxpayers.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be submitted to the elected senators and

representatives of the Interboro School District in the General
Assembly, and to the Governor of Pennsylvania.

Adopted this 10th day of April . , 2019.

Signed, .

School Board President Board Seérefary
William L. Phelps # Jack Evans




